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WINNERS 

Year 9 Girls 2x  Hope Smith and Lucy Peace 

Year 10 Girls 2x  Alice Armes and Kereth Magnussen 

Year 10 Boys 4x+ Lewis Honey, Tom MacIntyre, Blaise Ivers-Dreux, George Setford 
and Callum Duguid 

Year 11 Girls coxed 4 Laura Cook, Olivia Lester, Amelia Loretto, Pippa Young and 
Lottie Hughes 

Year 11 Boys 4x- Ryan Argyll, Jamie-Jack Westfold, Oli Peace and Olly Emmett-Bird 

Year 11 Boys 4+ Carl Smith, Henry Wheal, Jake Cornwell, Josh McKenzie and 
Georgina Agar 

Year 11 2x Oli Peace and Jamie-Jack Westfold 

Year 11 1x Olly Emmett Bird 

Year 12 Boys coxed 4  Sam Money, Alex Hardy, Henry Grant, Will Cunningham and 
Lottie Hughes 

Year 13 Boys Ross Honey, Ed Nunn, James Wheal and Dave Reed (Coach) 

The newsl et t er  f or  t he 
gr eat  mar l ow school  

bOAT CLUB

"All Together"
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL DAY FOR GMSBC:
BLUEFRIARS SMALL BOATS HEAD

NOTE FROM THE HEAD COACH:

FERGUS MURISON
After a great 2015, with lots of wins and 
even more medals, I have great hope for 
the success of the club in 2016.

Just looking in on the sports hall any 
weekday morning you will see 
signif icantly more rowers training than a 
year ago. The bar has been raised in terms 
of expectations amongst the rowers and I 
have no doubt that GMSBC will exceed 
the great successes of last year. 

With a much bigger senior squad (year 11 
plus) for both the girls and the boys, the 
pressure of examinations looms come the 
summer term. However, unlike some 
previous years, the rowers have taken on 
board the research and evidence of their 
predecessors and are confident that their 
physical training will enhance and 
improve the effect of their hard work in 
the classroom. We have suffered minimal 
loss of training due to the recent mocks, 
and I have every expectation the 
dedication the rowers show to their 
school l ife will stand them in good stead 
come the exams in June. 

On Saturday 17th October 2015, GMSBC made its annual trip down to Bath, to race on the Avon.  We took 
55 students who raced in a total 35 crews making us the biggest club entry, other than the hosts, Avon 
County. Our fastest crews in all but one category were the fastest or second fastest in their events. While 
a number of GMSBC crews had to compete against others from our own club. 

At the prize giving ceremony, we won more events than even the hosts with nine of our crews winning 
events, including our 6th form quad scull with Dave Reed, our senior boys coach, subbing in, who won the 
fastest overall crew being over 30 seconds faster than the next crew. 

The list of event winners is below, but special mention should go to the year 9 girls quad who did a faster 
t ime than the boys, who came second in their event. Also noteworthy were the year 11 girls coxed four, 
who were the fastest overall female crew. 



MORE WINS FOR GMSBC AT UPPER 
THAMES AUTUMN HEAD

Great Marlow School rowers turned out in force at this local 
event on Sunday 25th October 2015.  Competit ion was of a 
high standard with a big turn out from Henley Rowing Club, 
Lady Eleanor Hollis Girls School (LEH), a number of university 
crews, as well as many London clubs.

In the morning division the J16 Boys? Eight won the Novice 
Eights, beating, amongst others, the crew from Southampton 
University. The J18 Boys? Pair came in as the fastest pair, just 
beating the crew from hosts Upper Thames Rowing Club. 
There was f ine racing from all the Girls? Fours and Quads. At 
the end of the day GMS girls were in second place in their 
respective events. There was a particularly strong 
performance from the WJ14 Girls? Quad that beat 
convincingly a strong squad from LEH.

In the afternoon, GMS had further success with a mixed 
WJ15/WJ16 Eight, who were up against the signif icantly more 
powerful Thames Rowing Club women?s crew. Early results 
suggested the two crews came in as a tie, but closer analysis 
gave the win to GMSBC.

The last win for GMSBC was almost certainly the most 
impressive. The J15 Boys? Coxed Quad won their event, 
beating the silver medallists from last year?s National Schools 
Regatta by over half  a minute.

Altogether GMSBC has won 12 awards in the two events that 
have taken place this year. This splendid result indicates that 
this academic year will be a great rowing one for GMS. The 
generous support from Sport England has helped purchase a 
top class quad for the club and we look forward to more 
exciting news to come.

Winning Crews:

Boys? Eight: Josh McKenzie, Henry Wheal, Alex Hardy, Jake 
Cornwell, Carl Smith, Oli Peace, Jamie-Jack Westfold and Olly 
Emmett- Bird

Girls? Eight: Alice Armes, Mill ie Watts, Kereth Magnussen, 
Pippa Young, Amy Pyle, Amelia Loretto, Laura Cook, Olivia 
Lester and Sophie Martin

Year 10 Boys? Quad: Lewis Honey, George Setford, Blaise 
Ivers-Dreux and Tom MacIntyre

 

ANOTHER GREAT WIN AT WALLINGFORD
The Wallingford pre-Christmas time trial rowing race is 
surprisingly well attended with a signif icant number of 
the top schools and clubs competing. Due to its 
popularity, entries closed almost as soon as they had 
opened and our entries for the morning division were 
bumped on the excuse they had yet to receive our 
cheque. Sadly, it meant many of our crews could not 
race.

The focus shif ted to the afternoon when the Year 11 
Boys? Eight were in competit ion with the top crews in 
their age group.

A junior rowing on-line gossip column apparently had 
GMS tipped to upset the apple cart and win. I am not 
sure where they got their information from, but win 
they did! Any win is good, but against half  a dozen of 
the top private schools in an eight is very pleasing 
indeed.

The sixth form boys were competing against an 
exceptionally strong f ield of championship level fours. 
The J18 crew came second behind Winchester but 
ahead of St Pauls and many more.

Sadly, our very strong senior girls eight, a combination 
of sixth form with Year 11 top girls, did not get to race 
due to an accident on the way to the start in the very 
stormy conditions. Had they done so, and having 
watched their competit ion, I am sure there would have 
been more to celebrate.

r egat ta news



gmsbc's br and new hudson quad 

In September 2015, GMSBC 
took delivery of its f irst brand new Hudson quad boat.

In April  2015, Great Marlow School were successful in 
applying for a bid for a £10,000 grant from Sport 
England's small grant fund, which helped to fund the 
boat.

Fergus Murison said: " It's great news that we have been 
awarded funding to develop rowing at Great Marlow 
School. The funding has come at a great time for the club, 
Great Marlow School wants to have a lasting impact on 
sports participation and the new boat provides the 
perfect opportunity by increasing the provision of rowing 
to our students. This project will establish opportunities 
for long-term participation by offering lasting skills and 
experience in this particular sport."

In 2016, the new boat will be put to good use and 
hopefully will assist in increasing the number of medals 
and wins that we achieve this year. 

GMSBC Sponsor ed r ow
Great Marlow School are holding a sponsored rowathon 
in the Redgrave Sports Centre on Thursday 4th February 
during the school day. 

The aim is to collectively row 'The Viking Challenge,' the 
length of Marlow to Norway which is approximately 
1,000 kilometres. The rowing club will be rowing before 
and after lessons and it is open to every student in the 
school. 

This year we are raising money to buy a much needed 
new eight boat (sculling boat) which will cost 
approximately £15,000. 

Please ask family, friends and neighbours to sponsor 
your child! To avoid the f low of lots of cash (which is 
hard to administer) we would prefer donations to be 
made online. Go to: 
mydonate.bt.com/events/gmsbcsponsoredrow 

There will be a prize for the form that raises the most 
money.

This should be a fun day! Thank you in advance for your 

support. 

her e w'er go-  expl ained!
Our next fundraising event is the Here W'Ergo Night on 
Friday 11th March from 7 - 11pm in the School Hall.

There will be a licensed bar, raff le and auction of 
promises so bring plenty of money! All monies raised 
will go to the Boat Club to buy new equipment.

For those of you who are new to rowing or have not 
been to this event before, here's a brief summary: 

- We need lots of teams of up to 8 people - both 
adults and students.

- You can partake in as much or as litt le as you 
want.

- There will be an ergo race with teams. 
competing against one another, with lots of 
heats and a grand f inale.

- A rigging and de-rigging contest.
- A licensed bar - very important!
- A quiz.
- A raff le and an auction of promises with some 

exciting prizes. Prizes include an Activetime 
Stroke Rate Meter kindly donated by Active 
Tools, t ickets to the Stewards Enclosure at 
Henley Royal Regatta  and a painting by local 
artist- Julie Wetenhall.

Tickets will go on sale soon, so please put this date in 
your diary. If  you have any prizes that we can use for 
the night, please contact Sarah Peace via email: 
sarah@peaces.co.uk

We look forward to a fun night!

  
f undr aising



On Saturday the 19th of December 2015, Great Marlow School, Sir Will iam Borlase and 
the Royal Grammar School in HIgh Wycombe held their inaugural Local Schools 
Rowing Regatta at Longridge. The event was well attended and it turned out to be a 
very enjoyable day. 

Racing started at 8.45 am and carried on throughout the morning with f inals f inishing 
around 12.00pm. Students competed in boys and girls crews across the year groups.

Although many rowers were not able to attend due to Christmas  and family 
commitments, the Great Marlow School rowing squad were successful in the following 
four events: J18 2-, WJ18 2-, J16 2- and  J15 4x+

It was a great day and we look forward to more joint events with the local schools in 
the future.

 

  

SUCCESS AT LOCAL SCHOOLS REGATTA

I f  you would l ike any fur ther  information about the Great Mar low  School Boat 
Club or  the Great Mar low  Swans, then please contact ei ther :

Car ol i ne Money, Row ing Administr ator  or  Pier s Bar net t , Row ing Coordinator  at 
row ing@gms.bucks.sch.uk 

CONTACT

Good luck to all the GMSBC rowers in 2016 from all the coaches!

Please follow us on Twitter @GMSBoatClub

in 2016, GMSBC hope t o 
r aise enough f unds 

f or  t wo new boat s t o 
add t o t he f l eet !

f ut ur e r egat tas & event s

j anuar y
Thames Valley Trial Head 
Sunday 31st 
Year 8, 9+

f ebr uar y
Sponsored Row
Thursday 4th 
All

Hampton Head
Saturday 6th
Year 9+

February Half  Term Training Camp
Monday 15th - Friday 19th
Selected year 8s and year 9+

Reading Uni Head
Saturday 27th
Year 10+ boys

mar ch
Gloucester Head
Sunday 6th 
Year 8, 9 and some older students

Here W'Ergo
Friday 11th
All

Schools' Head
Thursday 17th
Year 10+

National Junior Sculling Head
Friday 18th
Year 9+

Inter Regional Trials
Saturday 19th
Year 9+ selected crews

Easter Training Camp
Tuesday 29th - Friday 1st April
Year 7

Easter Training Camp
Tuesday 5th April- Friday 8th April
Year 9+

GMSBC  hopef ul  at  gb t r ial s in 
Bost on  in  f ebr uar y

Great Marlow School Boat Club are planning to 
take four boys from the J16 squad to  GB trials 
in February, in Boston, Lincolnshire.

In order to qualify for these trials, the boys had 
to achieve a 5km ergo test rate capped at 26 
with a target score of 18:20, which is quite an 
achievement. Should the boys be successful in 
the trials, then they will be invited to join a GB 
J16 Crew Sculling Camp over the Easter 
holidays.

We would like to wish the boys good luck!


